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2022
dates to remember 

Twilight Clergy Conference  
plus Vianney Dinner

19 May 2022
Waterview Function Centre, Homebush

Walk with Christ
19 June 2022 

Encounter with the Archbishop Zoom
(Please note date change)

29 June @ 2pm

OFCC Zoom
(Please note date change)

14 July 2022 @ 2pm

All Day Clergy Conference
4 October 2022

Rose Hill Racecourse

May 2022
Newsletter of the  

Archbishop of Sydney
Circular No. 4/2022

A Short Message From  
Archbishop Anthony Fisher OP

Dear Fellow Priests and Deacons
My fraternal greetings to you all!

During this Eastertide season, we rejoice with the Risen 
Lord and give thanks especially for the newest mem-

bers of our Church who were baptised into God's family 
this Easter. It was a joyful occasion to meet with them at 
the Paschal Eucharist Mass and also to present them with 
their gifts from the Archdiocese. We were also blessed to 
unveil the new painting of St Joseph and the Holy Family 
which can be found in the in the chapel of St Joseph. The 
portrait was painted by the artist Sally Ryan whom we thank 
sincerely for sharing her talents with the Church. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the upcoming Clergy 
Conference and Vianney Dinner which will take place at the 
Waterview in Bicentennial Park on Thursday 19 May. It is a 
truly joyful occasion to honour and celebrate the service of 
our jubilarians together. 

I pray that the remaining weeks of Eastertide continue to 
fill us with the joy of Christ’s resurrection and that we ready 
ourselves for the coming of the Holy Spirit that will be sent 
out for all at Pentecost. 

As always please be assured of my continuing prayers 
for you all.

+ Archbishop Anthony
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Please pray...

For the repose of the souls of  
all our deceased clergy.
Richard Connolly – RIP
4 May 2022
Musician and Composer (and brother of late Fr George 
Connolly).

Rev Raymond Weaver – RIP
16 April 2022
Former Parish Priest of Strathfield South Parish.

Sr Tomsy Kurunthanam SH – RIP
10 April 2022
Sister of Fr Thomas Kurunthanam, the current Parish 
Priest of Berala.

For those that are sick  
in our community...
Fr John Walter, Mgr John Usher, Fr Thanh Nguyen, 
Fr Joseph Aikkaramattam, Fr Peter Christie, Mgr Frank 
Coorey, Fr John Alt, Fr Peter Maher, Fr Don Willoughby, 
Fr Noel Short, Fr David Coffey and Fr Michael Kelly who 
are currently unwell.

For special anniversaries occurring 
in April, May and June
I ask that you download the attached list   (May),  

 (June),   (July), and pray for our brother priests who 
have gone before us and for those who are celebrating 
their Anniversary of Ordination.

2022 Jubilarians
Congratulations to our 2022 Jubilarians who will be 
celebrated at the Vianney Dinner.

60 YEARS
Rev Mgr Neil Brown
Rev Terence Sullivan
Rev John Walter
Rev Raymond Weaver - RIP 
Rev Kevin Canty CM
Rev Nicholas Lucas OFM
Rev John Mello CS
Rev Pacificus Scarf OFM
Rev Robert Walsh SJ 

50 YEARS
Rev Joseph Camilleri
Rev Robert Hayes

Rev Geoffrey Plant
Rev Gary Rawson
Rev John Tran
Rev Mgr John Usher
Rev Kev Bates SM
Rev Gregory Cooney CM
Rev Thomas McDonough
Rev Philip Robson CM
Rev Michael Whelan SM
Rev Brian Wilson SM

40 YEARS
Rev Michael McLean
Rev Christopher Slattery
Rev Harry Payne 
Rev Gregory Brett CM
Rev Servillano Bustamante OFM Cap
Rev Mani Malana MSFS

25 YEARS
Rev Xiang (Andrew) Feng
Rev John Hayes
Deacon Paul Naggar
Rev Christopher McPhee MSC

I RECENTLY MADE THE 
FOLLOWING APPOINTMENTS
CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS:

Rev Terence Bell
Appointed the representative of Priests on Lesser Duties 
on the Council of Priests from 1 April 2022. 

Rev Jerzy Chrzczonowicz
Reappointed Parish Priest of the Parish of St Joseph, 
Como / Oyster Bay from 1 February 2022 ‘nunc pro tunc’. 

Rev Nen Dang
Appointed Assistant Priest of the Parishes of the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, Sefton and the Sacred Heart, 
Villawood from 18 April 2022. 

Rev Norvin Dias
Appointed Assistant Priest of the Parishes of St Mary 
MacKillop, Rockdale City and St Gabriel, Bexley from 
21 April 2022. 

Rev Andrzej Fornal OP
Reappointed Chaplain to the Benedict XVI Retreat Centre 
from 1 June 2022 for a term of three years. 

https://sydneycatholic.org/casys/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/RIPs%20and%20Ordination%20dates%20May%202022%20PDF.pdf
https://sydneycatholic.org/casys/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/RIPs%20and%20Ordination%20dates%20June%202022%20PDF.pdf
https://sydneycatholic.org/casys/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/RIPs%20and%20Ordination%20dates%20July%202022.pdf
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Rev Ita Koloamatangi
Reappointed Chaplain to the Tongan Catholic Community 
from 5 June 2022 for a term of three years. 

Rev Joseph Lu OFM
Appointed Administrator of the Parish of St Dominic, 
Flemington from 30 April 2022. 

Very Rev Paul Monkerud
Reappointed Chair of the Committee for Ongoing Formation 
of Clergy from 5 April 2022 until 30 October 2024. 

Appointed Episcopal Vicar for the Western Region from 
5 April 2022.

Reappointed Parish Priest of the Parishes of All Saints, 
Liverpool and St Therese, Sadleir-Miller from 25 May 2022 
for a term of six years. 

Very Rev Gregory Morgan FMVD
Appointed Dean of the Northern Deanery from 1 April 2022 
for a term of three years.

Rev David Ramirez-Nieves
Appointed Priest-in-Residence at the Parish of St John of 
God, Auburn from 25 April 2022. 

Rev Danai Penollar
Appointed Administrator of the Parish of Mary Immaculate 
from 23 July 2022.

Rev Mr Constantine Rodrigues
Appointed Deacon of the Parish of St Anne, Strathfield 
South from 25 April 2022. 

Rev Sebastian Savarimuthu
Appointed Parish Priest of the Parish of All Hallows, Five 
Dock from 5 June 2022 for a term of six years.

Rev Moises Tapia-Carrasco
Appointed Pastoral Director and Assistant to the Vice 
Rector of Redemptoris Mater Missionary Seminary from 
22 April 2022 for a term of one year. 

NON-CLERICAL APPOINTMENTS:
Ms Simone Constant
Appointed a Director of CatholicCare Sydney Limited from 
14 April 2022 for a term of three years. 

Mr Timothy Slessor
Appointed a Member of the Archdiocesan Property 
Committee from 1 May 2022 for a term of three years.

ONGOING FORMATION  
OF CLERGY 
A reminder that our next Clergy Conference is on Thurs-
day, 19 May 2022 at Waterview in Bicentennial Park,  
Bicentennial Drive, Bicentennial Park, Sydney Olympic 
Park, Sydney NSW 2127.

 Light refreshments will be served at 2pm. Welcome and 
Prayer is at 2.30pm.

  The Conference will be followed by the annual Vianney 
Dinner, during which we will honour the 25, 40, 50 and 60 
year Jubilarians. 

The Program:
2.00pm: Gathering and afternoon tea
2.30pm: Welcome and Prayer
2.45pm: SESSION 1: Pastoral Ministry in the wake of 

the Pandemic: Potentials and Pitfalls.  
(Very Rev Dr Gerald Gleeson)

3.45pm: Afternoon Tea
4.10pm: Walk With Christ -  Bishop Richard Umbers
4.15pm: SESSION 2: Pastoral Ministry in the wake of 

the Pandemic: practical initiatives and chal-
lenges. (Frs Delmar Silva CS, Samuel Lynch 
and Sebastian Savarimuthu)

5.15pm: Archbishop’s remarks
5.30pm: Break
6.00pm: Evening Prayer
6.15pm: Vianney Dinner
8.00pm: Finish

The cost of the event is $70 per person, paid by parishes. 
The cost for Jubilarians, retired clergy and deacons’ wives 
will be paid by the Archbishop.

If you have not done so already, please click on the link 
to register 

We need your registration asap. If you have any ques-
tions, please contact Maria Cavallaro on 02 9390 5888 
or email: maria.cavallaro@sydneycatholic.org.

I wish you and your community every blessing for the 
Easter Season.  

 Fr Paul Monkerud
Chair, Ongoing Formation of Clergy Committee

A Residential Clergy Seminar 
organised by the Prelature of 
Opus Dei 
18–21 July at Kenthurst Conference Centre
PRINCIPAL SPEAKER:  
Cardinal George Pell - “The Church and its Future”.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/123zGMh2T6PeJrmwYUtJULVIMXP_jkKWtJfanW5dzXTA/edit
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SECOND SPEAKER:  
Gerard Henderson - “Cardinal Pell, the Media Pile-
on, and Collective Guilt”.

Fr Paul Grant is inviting priests to attend a residential seminar 
for clergy on 18-21 July at Kenthurst Conference Centre. It 
is organised by the Prelature of Opus Dei. Arrival is in the 
evening of 18 July and departure on the morning of 21 July 
so it is basically two full days. Cardinal Pell will be the princi-
pal speaker, with the topic: "The Church and its Future" and 
Gerard Henderson will also be speaking about his new book 
on Pell: "Cardinal Pell, the Media Pile-on, and Collective Guilt".

The Seminar includes three conferences each day as 
well as more informal activities in the evening. There will be 
time for reading, reflection, discussion, sport and visits to 
nearby places of interest. The programme includes concel-
ebrating Mass each morning and the constant and exquisite 
care by the staff of the Kenthurst Conference Centre. 

For priests who are interested, Fr Paul can send them 
further details. 

His email address: frpaulgrant@gmail.com
His mobile: 0479 056 082
The Cost of the seminar is $440

Recommended online retreat
Options for clergy who are interested can be 
accessed here:   and 

The Bollettino from the Vatican
Stay up to date with the latest news from the Vatican 

Cenacles of Prayer for Clergy
You are invited to the Cenacles of Prayer for Clergy It takes 
about 40 minutes and is followed by fellowship with tea, 
coffee and snacks.

The next priest’s cenacle will be held on Wednesday, 
11 May 2022 at the usual time of 1.30 pm at St. Bernadette's, 
Carlton and will be hosted by Fr Gabriel Ballawig. All are 
welcome.

IMPORTANT MATTERS
Request for a spare and  
unused tabernacle
If any parish has a spare and unused tabernacle willing 
to be donated to St Joseph Moorebank, please contact 
Fr Chris De Sousa CRS at cdesousacrs@gmail.com who 
can come to collect. 

Thank you for your consideration of our request and 
God bless you!

Marriage Dispensations  
Office Update
As many of you would be aware, our much-loved Arch-
diocesan Marriage Dispensations Officer of the past six 
years, Paula Mortel, resigned in March and has now moved 
to another role. I know how much assistance Paula has 
provided to many of you regarding an upcoming wedding, 
and she is deserving of our deepest gratitude.

We now welcome Lynelle Lembryk to the role of Marriage 
Dispensations Officer. Lynelle will be known to many of you, 
as she has previously held this position and has worked as 
a parish secretary around the Archdiocese.

Questions, as well as paperwork, regarding marriages and 
dispensations should now be directed to: dispensations@
sydneycatholic.org or (02) 9390 8314. Please note that we 
prefer scanned and emailed paperwork, rather than hard 
copies.It has also been noted that, because of an error in 
the Red Book, some of the pre-nuptial and dispensation 
forms submitted to the Chancery are missing the entry for 
the Religion of the parties. 

Please use the updated forms that are found on the bot-
tom of the Archdiocesan Parish Intranet page, and which 
have the necessary correction.

Towards the End  
of My Days 
Theological & Spiritual Reflections of 
the late Bishop Geoffrey Robinson Co-
ordinating Editor: Seamus O’Grady
Book purchase:   
Launch at: Cosgove Centre 1 June: 

Red Book Pastoral Tip No. 14
For all the updated information 
and forms please log in to the 
parish intranet by clicking on 
this link to access information: 
https://www.sydarch.org.au/
parish/

 There is a login to gain access 
to the parish intranet

 Username: caosyd
Password: bede77
Scroll to the bottom of the page 
and the forms are located there.

Fr Julian B Wellspring EV JV

https://jisa.org.au/upcoming-events/
https://stpaulcenter.com./priests/
https://press.vatican.va/content/salastampa/en/bollettino.html
https://garrattpublishing.com.au/product/9781922484192/
https://www.trybooking.com/BYUIE
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Mental Might 12 
Good mental health needs regular contact with peers 
and elders, to help us see ourselves as the world sees 
us. Otherwise, it can get messy being stuck inside 

your own head and losing perspective.
Dr Robbie Lloyd  

Research & Project Officer, Justice and Peace Office

PLENARY COUNCIL
Diocesan Report 
The diocesan report is currently being compiled for the 
Synod of Bishops drawing from all the submissions re-
ceived for the Plenary Council and Synod. 

This will be submitted on May 1. The report will be pre-
sented to the Bishops’ conference and will form part of the 
Australian Church report.

Pre-Synodal Meeting
The pre-synodal meeting for the Archdiocese will be held 
on May 14 at Mary MacKillop Place at 10am. The meeting 
will provide an outline of the diocesan report and conclude 
with Mass, followed by a light lunch.

Deanery Meetings
Dr Sandy Lynch and Sr Jo Brady are attending the Dean-
ery meetings to provide an update on both the Plenary 
Council and the Synod of Bishops. 

We are grateful to the Deaneries for extending an invita-
tion to the meetings.

Plenary Council 
A program of prayers Walking in the Spirit for the Second 
Assembly commenced on Easter Sunday and concludes 
with the opening of the Assembly on July 3. 

Prayers may be found at Walking in the Spirit – Plenary 
Council 

This resource includes materials for Parish Masses, bul-
letins, personal and family prayer.

Meeting with Members for  
the Plenary Council
A meeting for members to have conversations with the 
faithful to discuss the final agenda for the Assembly has 
been planned for June 15 from 6.00 to 7.30. 

It is anticipated it will be at Leichhardt but this will be 
confirmed.

Thank you for your support of the Plenary Council and 
Synod of Bishops.

Sr Jo Brady RSJ, Plenary Council/Synod Liaison Officer
On behalf of Bishop Terry Brady and Sandra Lynch,  

Co-Chairpersons, Sydney Archdiocesan PCSWG

Plenary Council Website
What are we called to do? 
Who are we called to be? 
How do we need to change? 
For all your Plenary Council 
needs and resources, please 
go to this website 

CLERGY REMUNERATION AND 
CLERICAL FUND - AGM NOTICES
Please make a note of the Annual General Meetings of 
both the Clergy Remuneration System and Clerical Fund 
scheduled for Wednesday, 26 October 2022 at Dooley’s 
Silverwater (Dooley’s Waterview Club), 214 Silverwater 
Road, Silverwater.

CLERGY REMUNERATION  
SYSTEM BOARD NOTICES
A reminder that the Annual Leave Payment no longer 
exists and that a portion for Annual Leave is now in-
cluded in every monthly stipend (as of April 2020).   
If you have any queries, kindly contact the office on  
(02) 9390 5166.

Board of Management, 
Clergy Remuneration System 

CLERICAL FUND MANAGEMENT 
COMMITTEE NOTICES
The Management Committee are happy to announce the 
Morrissey Legacy. Last year, Fr Peter Morrissey generously 
bequeathed approximately $170,500 to the Clerical Fund.  
The Committee agreed that the funds should be dedicated 
to benefit optical costs. May the peace and happiness of 
heaven be Peter’s forever; and may he rest in peace.

 The new Claim Form is now available   which allows 
for direct computer input. The form also allows for ‘print and 
submit’ for those who prefer this method. We appreciate 
those who are able to forward a soft copy of their claim 
via email to clericalfund@sydneycrs.org (please note our 
new address).

The dates for the remaining 2022 meetings are: 23 June, 
13 October, 9 December. 

Clerical Fund Management Committee

https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/walkinginthespirit/
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1OczP4m_ljIJwDeTi4jrnOaDJ1NqwwJAH/edit#gid=1632820891
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Supply
To help cover our priests in parishes and to allow them to 
plan sabbaticals we are in search of men who are able to 
help out in the parish with supply. We are also looking for 
priests who are able to celebrate weddings on weekends 
all over the Archdiocese. If you are able to help please fill 
in the form below: 

Can you celebrate Mass  
in another language?
To help cover our priests in parishes and to allow them to 
plan sabbaticals we are in search of men who are able to 
help out in the parish with supply. We are also looking for 
priests who are able to celebrate weddings on weekends 
all over the Archdiocese. If you are able to help please fill 
in the form below:

Google form here: 

Important News about  
WWCC renewal 
Please note this important information from  
the Office of the Children’s Guardian:

PERSONAL DETAILS MUST BE UPDATED 
Everyone who holds a Check is now legally required 
to update their contact details, including any name 
or address changes, within three months – just like 
your driver licence. And like your licence, penalties 
will apply for people who don’t update. Updating your 
details is simple – go to   and follow the directions. 
You can even find your Check number here if you don’t 
have it to hand.

Office of the Children’s Guardian

For information and to renew your  
WWCC number click here 

Please advise the Chancery when you have 
updated your WWCC number.

Sabbatical considerations
Please find below some Sabbatical options that may be 
of interest. Please click on the link below for a full list of 
recommended Sabbatical options for you to consider, both 
locally and overseas   

Tantur Ecumenical Institute
Please click on the link to find out what Tantur is offering 
for Sabbaticals in 2022 

With my best wishes.  
Yours fraternally in Christ

Most Rev Anthony Fisher OP
ARCHBISHOP OF SYDNEY

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17_Vi7LwJ3fcJch-_Na9Tv_S_h6b8lmrRudfRE3BrtMo/viewform?edit_requested=true
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/17gWe4rTlsUoIBhc9at3MOnTZ1OKAt-bxIRCsF20EvE8/edit
http://www.kidsguardian.nsw.gov.au/check
https://sydneycatholic.org/casys/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/Working-With-Children-Check-%28WWCC%29-Number-Renewal.pdf
https://clergy.org.au/ministry-formation/sabbaticals#new-south-wales
https://tantur.org/programs/


THE LAST WORD:   
WORK HEALTH & SAFETY

RReeggiioonnaall  PPaarriisshh  FFaacciilliittiieess  MMaannaaggeemmeenntt
SSeemmiinnaarr  SScchheedduullee 22002222

For clergy, staff and volunteers involved in 
management of parish facilities, will include a light lunch:

NNoorrtthheerrnn  RReeggiioonn::  Thursday 1 September - Polding Centre
WWeesstteerrnn  RReeggiioonn::  Thursday 15 September - Lidcombe /

Fairfield - TBC
SSoouutthheerrnn  RReeggiioonn::  Thursday 20 October- Rockdale TBC

Please note in your diaries
More details to follow from the Chancery Property Team
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Agency News
For May 2022

From Sydney Catholic Early 
Childhood Services (SCECS)
St Joseph’s Preschool & Long Day 
Care Open Day
St Joseph’s Preschool & Long Day Care opened its doors 
to the local Rosebery community for its first ever Family 
Open Day on Saturday April 2nd. With over 45 families 
taking the opportunity to visit the service, the event was a 
huge success filled with plenty of fun for all who attended. 
Not only did new families attend, but current families took 
the opportunity to come along, meet with others and in-
troduce the service to prospective families. It was a real 
community event.

Our service director, Lidia, and her team of dedicated 
educators welcomed local families to enjoy various child-
friendly activities including storytelling, craft, games, and 
face painting. Families were also given a tour of the state 
of the art children’s facility, and were provided with many 
opportunities to learn more about SCECS and how we sup-
port the community. 

Families showed great excitement as they made their 

way through the open and airy spaces, appreciating the 
raked ceilings, exposed timber doors and walls. These 
characteristics are purposeful; visually and physically con-
necting the children to the outside natural environment. 
Families expressed great appreciation for the exquisite 
outdoor environment featured in the children’s outdoor 
play areas. These features give meaning to the notion of 
‘the environment as the third teacher.’ 

If you would like to explore the possibilities of having an 
Early Childhood Service as part of your Catholic community, 
please reach out to Franceyn O’Connor, Chief Executive 
Officer of SCECS (franceyn.oconnor@syd.catholic.edu.au)

Safeguarding
Safeguarding Recruitment Processs
With Parishes beginning to open again the Safeguarding 
Office wants to remind everyone about the Safeguarding 
Recruitment Process. Evidence from the Royal Commis-
sion highlights how poor recruitment practices allowed 
perpetrators to enter into organisations to harm children 
it also showed how volunteers are a soft entry point into 
any organisation.

In order to play our part and help protect the Children 
and Young People within in the Archdiocese, it is impor-
tant to follow the below Safeguarding Recruitment Process 
when engaging volunteers in child-related work:
1. Conduct Interview and Reference Checks – templates 

can be downloaded here 

https://www.sydneycatholic.org/safeguarding-and-child-protection/
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Safeguarding Bite  
No.50

Working with Children Check 
Results Status 

If an employee or volunteer’s “Working 
with Children Check” result status displays: 
barred or interim bar, this person must NOT 
engage in child related work and you must 
immediately contact the Safeguarding Office.

The Safeguarding Team

2.  Obtain a Working With Children Check and verify it 
online through the Office of the Children’s Guardian 
website 

3. Ensure volunteer reads and sign the Archdiocese 
Code of Conduct for Working With Children – can be 
downloaded here   

4.  Ensure volunteer has completed the Archdiocese of 
Sydney Safeguarding Induction Training – volunteers 
can register for the Online Safeguarding Induction 
Training here   

Please do not hesitate to contact the Safeguarding Office 
if you have any questions or concerns regarding the Safe-
guarding Recruitment Process. 

2022 Safeguarding Training Schedule
Please click on the link   for the 2022 Safeguarding 
Training Schedule.

Anna Sammut
Safeguarding Officer - Training and Development

catholicweekly.com.au
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Helping children & families in crisis for 

over 75 years. Under the auspices of the 

Salesians of Don Bosco

A U S T R A L I A ' S  O R I G I N A L  B O Y S '  TO W N

A place for change...

Dunlea Centre 

35a Waratah Road Engadine NSW 2233

Ph: (02) 8508 3900

E: welcome@dunleacentre.org.au

www.dunleacentre.org.au

THEY CAME in their thou-

sands with gratitude in their 

hearts and beloved home 

shrines for blessing.Archbishop Anthony Fish-

er celebrated Mass for a sea of 

joy-filled pilgrims at the gold-

en jubilee of the Mt Schoen-

statt shrine at Mulgoa on Pen-

tecost Sunday.He was joined by auxil-

iary bishop Tony Randazzo, 

Australia’s Maronite Eparch, 

Bishop Antoine-Carbel Tara-

bay, and many clergy who 

concelebrated the Mass and 

heard confessions on the day.

The shrine is a place of wel-

come, not only for members 

of the Schoenstatt communi-

ty or even only for Catholics, 

but all who find in Our Lady a 

source of comfort, grace and 

blessing.For members of the 

Schoenstatt community, the 

shrine is central to their spirit-

uality. 
Sr Renée Buchmann says 

that maintaining it is a mis-

sion because, “The shrine is 

our home, it is also where Our 

Lady works for us.”Today there are 20 Schoen-

statt sisters living at the shrine 

which was opened and bless-

ed by Cardinal Gilroy, on 19 

May 1968.He also foretold its even-

tual significance saying, “This 

is a little gem that has been 

constructed here on the top of 

this hill...I dare say that there 

are few places in the munici-

pality and the electorate that 

will be so celebrated as this 

one in the years lying ahead!” 

In his welcome Archbish-

op Fisher noted that the last 

half-century has borne out 

those words. “I am grateful 

for the impact that the sisters, 

fathers, families, friends and 

pilgrims who share in the life 

of the Schoenstatt have had 

on the devotional life of Syd-

ney, on the formation of the 

lay faithful, and through sup-

port of families, youth and 

For members of the Schoenstatt community, the shrine is central to their spirituality

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Thousands gather for 
Shrine’s 50th celebration

Families flock from all over Sydney to attend the celebrations

Catherine Sheehan with Sr Buchmann
adults,” he said.Ad que nest, 

cupit adis magniscil ipsam 

que consequo odigent qui aut 

et quiae nos quis sin pre re as 

dita volorrovit mil id quam 

rem enderna musdae omni 

nos excerernam et doluptat-

ur? Occus.Ucimi, nimporat ea il ma 

archiliquo magnisit audae plit 

autem litende llesci ulla do-

lore opti dus rem fugit occae 

ipiet optiassequam nonem 

latur alique non core dis 

rerspite volutat archillant aut-

est lam, int, sitatur? Dolupta 

tatinis es errume nos delique 

modi rerum, sae quia sus aut 

qui torepta simporiam quas 

et ataspel ipsunt ut omnimu-

sa que nemquam ut officil-

ReArunt. Otae maiosan discii-

sque laut fugitatusant alit hilia 

et adit et aut molorerro beat ut 

explique none nobitas con ne 

solorem dic totat et pore, si-

tatur, ipsaped ma quam quo 

quam samus inus, occum ium 

ea velibus alibus doluptiaecte 

et et parum consequ undignis 

ex exerci quod ma que seque 

landis dolupis eatiam isto id 

mi, nullectis sinvendus aut 

aute consequunt qui consE-

ceratio ma commolessit lac-

ersp ietus, et fugitio renihilia

The shrine is a place of welcome, not only 

for members of the Schoenstatt commu-

nity or even only for Catholics, but for all 

in the community”Sr Renee Buchmann

In brief
Assisted dying

Patriach is a gift

Sydney online

ASSISTED DYING is an 

“ill-considered and de-
humanising” practice 

Archbishop 
Christo-

pher Prowse has told an 

inquiry into end of life 

choices in the ACT. The 

Archbishop of Canber-
ra and Goulbourn ad-

dressed the ACT Legis-
lative Assembly select 

committee hearing on 18 

May. He told the commit-
tee that people approach-

ing death experienced a 

“rollercoaster” of emo-
tions that saw them take 

POPE FRANCIS’ nam-
ing of Chaldean Patriarch 

Louis Raphael I Sako (pic-
tured) as cardinal is a gift 

to the Chaldean Catholic 

church, which has been 

struggling in the face of 

terrorism, said an Ira-
qi archbishop. Chaldean 

Archbishop Yousif Thom-
as Mirkis of Kirkuk and 

Sulaimaniyah called Car-
dinal-designate Sako a 

A CHRISTIAN online 

fashion store based in 

Sydney has won a prestig-
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A Priest, shepherd 

of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

istration ever since. During 

my philosophy years a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  
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THEY CAME in their thou-

sands with gratitude in their 

hearts and beloved home 

shrines for blessing.

Archbishop Anthony Fish-

er celebrated Mass for a sea of 

joy-filled pilgrims at the gold-

en jubilee of the Mt Schoen-

statt shrine at Mulgoa on Pen-

tecost Sunday.

He was joined by auxil-

iary bishop Tony Randazzo, 

Australia’s Maronite Eparch, 

Bishop Antoine-Carbel Tara-

bay, and many clergy who 

concelebrated the Mass and 

heard confessions on the day.

The shrine is a place of wel-

come, not only for members 

of the Schoenstatt communi-

ty or even only for Catholics, 

but all who find in Our Lady a 

source of comfort, grace and 

blessing.
For members of the 

Schoenstatt community, the 

shrine is central to their spirit-

uality. 
Sr Renée Buchmann says 

that maintaining it is a mis-

sion because, “The shrine is 

our home, it is also where Our 

Lady works for us.”

Today there are 20 Schoen-

statt sisters living at the shrine 

which was opened and bless-

ed by Cardinal Gilroy, on 19 

May 1968.

He also foretold its even-

tual significance saying, “This 

is a little gem that has been 

constructed here on the top of 

this hill...I dare say that there 

are few places in the munici-

pality and the electorate that 

will be so celebrated as this 

one in the years lying ahead!” 

In his welcome Archbish-

op Fisher noted that the last 

half-century has borne out 

those words. “I am grateful 

for the impact that the sisters, 

fathers, families, friends and 

pilgrims who share in the life 

of the Schoenstatt have had 

on the devotional life of Syd-

ney, on the formation of the 

lay faithful, and through sup-

port of families, youth and 

For members of the Schoenstatt community, the shrine is central to their spirituality

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Thousands gather for 

Shrine’s 50th celebration

Families flock from all over Sydney to attend the celebrations

Catherine Sheehan with Sr Buchmann

adults,” he said.Ad que nest, 

cupit adis magniscil ipsam 

que consequo odigent qui aut 

et quiae nos quis sin pre re as 

dita volorrovit mil id quam 

rem enderna musdae omni 

nos excerernam et doluptat-

ur? Occus.

Ucimi, nimporat ea il ma 

archiliquo magnisit audae plit 

autem litende llesci ulla do-

lore opti dus rem fugit occae 

ipiet optiassequam nonem 

latur alique non core dis 

rerspite volutat archillant aut-

est lam, int, sitatur? Dolupta 

tatinis es errume nos delique 

modi rerum, sae quia sus aut 

qui torepta simporiam quas 

et ataspel ipsunt ut omnimu-

sa que nemquam ut officil-

ReArunt. Otae maiosan discii-

sque laut fugitatusant alit hilia 

et adit et aut molorerro beat ut 

explique none nobitas con ne 

solorem dic totat et pore, si-

tatur, ipsaped ma quam quo 

quam samus inus, occum ium 

ea velibus alibus doluptiaecte 

et et parum consequ undignis 

ex exerci quod ma que seque 

landis dolupis eatiam isto id 

mi, nullectis sinvendus aut 

aute consequunt qui consE-

ceratio ma commolessit lac-

ersp ietus, et fugitio renihilia

The shrine is a place of welcome, not only 

for members of the Schoenstatt commu-

nity or even only for Catholics, but for all 

in the community”

Sr Renee Buchmann
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ASSISTED DYING is an 

“ill-considered and de-

humanising” practice 

Archbishop Christo-

pher Prowse has told an 
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ing death experienced a 

“rollercoaster” of emo-

tions that saw them take 
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I’m on your side, Francis assures victims
IN THE wake of the Pennsyl-
vania  grand jury report on 
clergy sexual abuse in six di-
oceses in that state, a Vatican 
spokesman called the abuses 
described in the report as be-
ing “criminal and morally rep-
rehensible.”“Victims should know 

that the pope is on their side. 
Those who have suffered are 
his priority, and the church 
wants to listen to them to root 
out this tragic horror that de-
stroys the lives of the inno-
cent,” said Greg Burke, head 
of the Vatican press office, in 
a written statement on 16 Au-
gust.

“Those acts were betrayals 
of trust that robbed survi-
vors of their dignity and their 
faith,” he wrote. “The Church must learn 

hard lessons from its past, and 
there should be accountabili-
ty for both abusers and those 
who permitted abuse to oc-
cur.”

“The Holy See condemns 
unequivocally the sexual 
abuse of minors,” Burke wrote 
and, as such, “the Holy See 
encourages continued reform 
and vigilance at all levels of 
the Catholic Church, to help 
ensure the protection of mi-
nors and vulnerable adults 
from harm.“The Holy See also wants to 

underscore the need to com-
ply with the civil law, includ-
ing mandatory child abuse 
reporting requirements,” he 
added. 

The statement came after 
the Pennsylvania attorney 
general’s 14 August news 
conference which horrified 
American Catholics and oth-
ers with the extent of its find-
ings.

In response the report, 
Burke said, “there are two 
words that can express the 
feelings faced with these hor-
rible crimes: shame and sor-
row.”

“The Holy Father under-
stands well how much these 
crimes can shake the faith and 
the spirit of believers and reit-
erates the call to make every 
effort to create a safe environ-
ment for minors and vulnera-
ble adults in the Church and 
in all of society,” the spokes-
man said. 

 ¾CNS

Goldstein, who goes by 
the pen name Dawn Eden, is 
an assistant professor of dog-
matic theology at Holy Apos-
tles College and Seminary in 
Connecticut, and has written 
about finding healing after 
the sexual abuse she suffered 
as a child.

In the wake of allegations 
against the former cardinal, 
she said, Catholics want trans-
parency and leadership but 
primarily they want justice.

She said this means the 
bishops need to acknowl-
edge they caused scandal and 
“didn’t have the moral cour-
age” to stand up to Archbish-
op McCarrick.Eden said she doesn’t 

doubt that many bishops 
didn’t know of the situation 
and some may have even tried 
to do something to stop it, but 
they still should “act collegi-
ally” and “collectively have to 
make reparation.”She reiterated this mes-

sage in a 9 August column in 
The Catholic Herald, a weekly 
publication based in London, 
stressing that the bishops 
need to do public acts of pen-
ance for “the sins of bishops 
and all clerics” and “those 
who enabled or failed to act 
against such wrongdoers.”“All the faithful need to ex-

amine themselves and repent 
of their role in failing to pro-
tect others, whether minors 
or adults, from clerics who 
abused their power. But if 
such repentance is to have its 
proper effect, leading to repa-
ration and conversion of life, it 
needs to be modeled by those 
entrusted with governing the 
faithful,” she wrote.

She said this action would 
show the bishops understand 
that the “sins of shepherds 
have a particularly destruc-
tive impact upon the entire 
church” and that “if even one 
bishop is guilty, the entire col-
lege (of bishops) owes repara-
tion to God” to begin the heal-
ing process.In an email to CNS, she said 

that in light of the grand jury 
report, the call for public pen-
ance she has spoken about is 
“needed as an integral part of 
a larger effort on the part of 
the US bishops to acknowl-
edge wrongdoing on every 
level.”

An appropriate apology, 
she reiterated: “is not merely 
saying ‘I was sorry’; it requires 
saying ‘I was wrong.’”She noted many Catholics 

are “calling for resignations 
from bishops who have been 
publicly identified as having 
covered up for abusing priests 
or for McCarrick. But resig-
nations will not be enough to 
restore the public trust unless 
they are accompanied by col-
legial episcopal acts of pen-
ance.” The idea of “collegial 
penance” isn’t a new one but 
was suggested in the spring 
of 2002 during a US-Vatican 
summit on clerical sex abuse. 

One of the actions pro-
posed by the US prelates “was 
to declare a day of prayer and 
penance throughout the Unit-
ed States to implore reconcil-
iation in church life.” And at 
the bishops’ meeting in June 
that year, they chose 14 and 15 
August as days of prayer and 
repentance for their failures 
and invited Catholic priests 
and laypeople across the 
country to join them.Quoting The Politics of 

Penance, a 2016 book by the-
ologian Michael Griffin, Eden 
said “just a handful of bishops 
followed through” with pub-
lic observances of penance, 

which the USCCB made op-
tional.

In 2016, Pope Francis 
asked episcopal conferences 
around the world to observe a 
“Day of Prayer and Penance” 
for survivors of sexual abuse 
within the Church. The USC-
CB marked this at the start of 
their spring meeting that year 
at a 14 June Mass at SS. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral in Indian-
apolis.

But the bishops’ recom-
mended “Prayer for Healing 
and Reconciliation,” Eden 
said, focused on “’those’ peo-
ple who caused pain, rather 
than themselves.”On a diocesan level, she 

wrote, “a bishop’s penitential 
act might be a Mass and Holy 
Hour, or it might be repenting 
in sackcloth and ashes outside 
his cathedral. But it should be 
public, and it should include 
the clearly stated intention of 
making reparation as a bishop 
on behalf of the apostolic col-
lege to which he belongs.”Eden has written about 

finding personal healing 
through the examples of the 

saints, which she writes about 
in her book: My Peace I Give 
You: Healing Sexual Wounds 
With the Help of the Saints.

When she spoke to CNS 
last year about how the 
church could play a role in the 
#MeToo movement, she said 
the saints show a path forward 
for the country’s current crisis 
because they were “bold and 
courageous in speaking the 
truth and speaking when they 
saw people being abused and 
oppressed in any way.” - cns

The Rwandan Catholic bishops’ conference urged the 
government of President Paul 
Kagame to preserve religious 
rights after government officials closed thousands of 

churches and mosques. The 
buildings remained locked because of what was said were health and safety issues, 

Rwanda closes down churches

A penitential act might be a Holy Hour 
– or it might be repenting in sackcloth 
and ashes

Dawn Eden Goldstein

Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks to the media. 

 

PHOTO: CNS/COURTESY OF USCCB

Greg Burke, Vatican spokesman, is seen with Pope Francis speaking to journalists aboard a flight to Rome in 2017. 

PHOTO: CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

Dawn Eden Goldstein has written about finding healing after suf-

fering sexual abuse as a child.  

PHOTO: CNS
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each day there is a new scan-
dal in the news.

Child abuse and failures to 
report.  Euthanasia.  Abortion.  
Sex scandals.  And that’s just 
the stuff we know about!

It’s a tough time to be Cath-
olic, especially this week.  But 
we won’t be doing it alone.

A week 
when 
prayer is 
needed 

This weekend, I’m in 
South Australia de-
livering several talks 
with the theme of: 

“It’s tough being Catholic 
sometimes.”  

Planned months ago, I 
didn’t realise that these talks 
would occur in advance of 
what is probably going to be 
the toughest week Catholics 
have faced in a long time.

This Tuesday, Archbishop 
Philip Wilson, former Arch-
bishop of Adelaide, will be 
back in court, with the judge 
to decide whether he is suit-
able for home detention or 
whether he must serve a pris-
on sentence of six months 
for failing to report claims of 
child sexual abuse.  

Whatever happens, the 
decision is sure to attract an-
other round of media cover-
age, commenting on the ‘un-
precedented’ conviction and 
sentencing, with additional 
commentary surrounding his 
recent resignation as well.

Also on Tuesday, the feder-
al Senate will begin debating 
a bill that, if passed, will pave 
the way for euthanasia and 
assisted suicide to be legal-
ised in the Northern Territo-
ry and the Australian Capital 
Territory.  

Senator David Leyonhjelm, 
who will introduce the bill 
into the Senate, has intention-
ally turned this into an an-
ti-faith issue. 

Writing in last week’s Aus-

tralian Financial Review, 
Senator Leyonhjelm framed 
the debate as a decision on 
whether or not you wanted 
religion and religious people 
telling you what to do with 
your life (and death.)  

Three days have been set 
aside for the debate, so we 
can expect to see a lot of back 
and forth from pro-suicide - 
and anti-Church – commen-
tators, many of whom will use 
the current scandals in the 
Church to argue that it no lon-
ger has moral authority.  

On Thursday, while the 
euthanasia debate is wrap-
ping up and a vote potential-
ly occurring, the Queensland 
Palaszczuk government will 
introduce the Termination of 
Pregnancy Bill.

If passed, the bill would 
make abortion legal, even up 
to birth. 

It would force doctors and 
other medical professionals 
who conscientiously object to 
abortion to nonetheless par-
ticipate by referring a woman 
seeking an abortion to some-
one who will perform it. 

And it would prevent any-
one trying to persuade a 
woman out of undergoing an 
abortion, even through prayer 
or offers of help, from coming 
within 150 metres of an abor-
tion clinic. 

And for those of us follow-
ing what is happening in the 
Church in the United States 
at the moment, it seems that 

It should not be lost on any 
of us that, in such a difficult 
week, we celebrate the So-
lemnity of the Assumption of 
Our Lady, and the feast of St 
Maximilian Kolbe, the Apos-
tle of consecration to her and 
the founder of the Militia Im-
maculatae – the army of the 

Immaculate One – to work 
for the conversion of sinners 
and enemies of the Catholic 
Church.  

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the inter-
cession of the whole commu-
nion of saints, God – in His 
providence – has arranged 
it so that this week, we have 
a couple of heavy-hitters on 
our side.

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the faith-
ful more united in prayer, 
God – in His providence – has 
ensured that one of our two 
remaining holy days of ob-
ligation occurs smack in the 
middle of the week.

This is going to be a big 
week, to be sure, but it’s also a 
time of grace.

In the coming days, pol-
iticians and media seeking 
to push an anti-Church, an-
ti-life agenda will try to give 
us many reasons to be silent 
about, or at least embarrassed 
by, our Catholic faith.

We have a choice between 
keeping our heads down and 
our mouths closed, or to re-
spond to the challenge with 
increasing boldness, backed 
by the truth of what the 
Church teaches about the dig-
nity of human life from con-
ception until natural death.  

And we best do that not by 

Children and members of US faith groups protest the Trump administration’s treatment of immigrants. PHOTO: CNS, Jason Miller

There are big challenges ahead 
for Catholics: do we respond 

In the coming days, politicans and media 
seeking to push an anti-Church, anti-life 
agenda will try to give us reasons to re-
main silent and embarrassed by our faith”

Monica Doumit

to the point with Monica Doumit
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A Priest, shepherd 

of a holy people

Fr Paul died on 23 July and his funeral was concelebrated by numerous fellow clergy

I was not lucky enough to 

have Rev. Professor Paul 

Ryan as one of my phi-

losophy teachers when 

I was in the seminary. But I 

do recall with gratitude many 

things I learnt in philosophy 

that underpinned my theolo-

gy, pastoral life and admin-

istration ever since. During 

my philosophy years a de-

Fr Paul Ryan, main photo and highlighted third from right in the 

second row, with the class of 1958. 

lightful English grandmoth-

er was studying with me who 

received her Bachelor’s de-

gree in Theology when aged 

in her 70s and her Masters 

in her 80s. She was a convert 

from Protestantism and she 

once told me how in her ear-

lier days she’d worried about 

what would happen to peo-

ple like her father who she 

said were “in no fit state to 

meet God and yet are not so 

wicked as to deserve eternal 

punishment”. Eventually she 

discovered what she called 

‘THE MERCIFUL DOCTRINE 

OF PURGATORY’ precisely 

for those very people about 

whom she’d been so con-

cerned. So she received in-

struction, entered the Catho-

lic Church, became a Hyde 

Park preacher for the Catholic 

Evidence Guild in London, 

and eventually came to Aus-

tralia as a missionary, where 

the main object of her evan-

gelical efforts would be ag-

nostic seminary lecturers and 

students!

After her theological edu-

cation Sylvia might have of-

fered a more sophisticated ex-

planation of the Church’s faith 

in purgatory than the half-way 

house of her youthful conver-

sion; for one thing, far from 

being half-way between heav-

en and hell, purgatory is the 

anteroom of heaven! Yet there 

is an insight even in Sylvia’s 

early view about the catholic-

ity – that is, the breadth – of 

God’s mercy as demonstrated 

by purgatory and our role in 

co-operating with His saving 

grace which I think is import-

ant. For the notion of Purgato-

ry, even more than an article 

of Catholic faith, was for her 

an article of Catholic hope: a 

profession of hope for those 

– and who among us is not 

one of those – who still need 

some realignment of heart 

and mind on Christ’s when 

they die, in whom there are 

still hindrances and obstacles 

to that union with God for 

which they were made, whose 

life-long conversion process is 

not quite complete. Even after 

death, the profession of hope 

that is the doctrine of pur-

gatory declares there is still 

room for grace to complete 

its divinising work begun and 

accepted in this life; that God 

will stop at nothing, consis-

tent with our natures and dig-

nity, to answer Jesus’ prayer: 

“Father, I want all those you 

gave me to be in my compa-

ny where I am, to share in my 

glory.” (Jn 17:24)

Another Protestant friend 

of mine, who remained a 

Protestant to his death, said to 

me towards the end of his life 

that his most common social 

engagement was attending 

funerals; indeed, he regard-

ed himself as something of a 

connoisseur of funerals! He Archbishop  

Anthony  

Fisher OP
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THEY CAME in their thou-

sands with gratitude in their 

hearts and beloved home 

shrines for blessing.

Archbishop Anthony Fish-

er celebrated Mass for a sea of 

joy-filled pilgrims at the gold-

en jubilee of the Mt Schoen-

statt shrine at Mulgoa on Pen-

tecost Sunday.

He was joined by auxil-

iary bishop Tony Randazzo, 

Australia’s Maronite Eparch, 

Bishop Antoine-Carbel Tara-

bay, and many clergy who 

concelebrated the Mass and 

heard confessions on the day.

The shrine is a place of wel-

come, not only for members 

of the Schoenstatt communi-

ty or even only for Catholics, 

but all who find in Our Lady a 

source of comfort, grace and 

blessing.
For members of the 

Schoenstatt community, the 

shrine is central to their spirit-

uality. 
Sr Renée Buchmann says 

that maintaining it is a mis-

sion because, “The shrine is 

our home, it is also where Our 

Lady works for us.”

Today there are 20 Schoen-

statt sisters living at the shrine 

which was opened and bless-

ed by Cardinal Gilroy, on 19 

May 1968.

He also foretold its even-

tual significance saying, “This 

is a little gem that has been 

constructed here on the top of 

this hill...I dare say that there 

are few places in the munici-

pality and the electorate that 

will be so celebrated as this 

one in the years lying ahead!” 

In his welcome Archbish-

op Fisher noted that the last 

half-century has borne out 

those words. “I am grateful 

for the impact that the sisters, 

fathers, families, friends and 

pilgrims who share in the life 

of the Schoenstatt have had 

on the devotional life of Syd-

ney, on the formation of the 

lay faithful, and through sup-

port of families, youth and 

For members of the Schoenstatt community, the shrine is central to their spirituality

 ¾Marilyn Rodrigues

Thousands gather for 

Shrine’s 50th celebration

Families flock from all over Sydney to attend the celebrations

Catherine Sheehan with Sr Buchmann

adults,” he said.Ad que nest, 

cupit adis magniscil ipsam 

que consequo odigent qui aut 

et quiae nos quis sin pre re as 

dita volorrovit mil id quam 

rem enderna musdae omni 

nos excerernam et doluptat-

ur? Occus.

Ucimi, nimporat ea il ma 

archiliquo magnisit audae plit 

autem litende llesci ulla do-

lore opti dus rem fugit occae 

ipiet optiassequam nonem 

latur alique non core dis 

rerspite volutat archillant aut-

est lam, int, sitatur? Dolupta 

tatinis es errume nos delique 

modi rerum, sae quia sus aut 

qui torepta simporiam quas 

et ataspel ipsunt ut omnimu-

sa que nemquam ut officil-

ReArunt. Otae maiosan discii-

sque laut fugitatusant alit hilia 

et adit et aut molorerro beat ut 

explique none nobitas con ne 

solorem dic totat et pore, si-

tatur, ipsaped ma quam quo 

quam samus inus, occum ium 

ea velibus alibus doluptiaecte 

et et parum consequ undignis 

ex exerci quod ma que seque 

landis dolupis eatiam isto id 

mi, nullectis sinvendus aut 

aute consequunt qui consE-

ceratio ma commolessit lac-

ersp ietus, et fugitio renihilia

The shrine is a place of welcome, not only 

for members of the Schoenstatt commu-

nity or even only for Catholics, but for all 

in the community”

Sr Renee Buchmann
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ASSISTED DYING is an 

“ill-considered and de-

humanising” practice 

Archbishop Christo-

pher Prowse has told an 

inquiry into end of life 

choices in the ACT. The 

Archbishop of Canber-

ra and Goulbourn ad-

dressed the ACT Legis-

lative Assembly select 

committee hearing on 18 

May. He told the commit-

tee that people approach-

ing death experienced a 

“rollercoaster” of emo-

tions that saw them take 

POPE FRANCIS’ nam-

ing of Chaldean Patriarch 

Louis Raphael I Sako (pic-

tured) as cardinal is a gift 

to the Chaldean Catholic 

church, which has been 

struggling in the face of 

terrorism, said an Ira-

qi archbishop. Chaldean 

Archbishop Yousif Thom-

as Mirkis of Kirkuk and 

Sulaimaniyah called Car-

dinal-designate Sako a 

A CHRISTIAN online 

fashion store based in 

Sydney has won a prestig-

ious award for its efforts 

to source and promote 

slavery-free clothing.

Thread Harvest won one 

of the 2018 Good Design 

Awards at an annual cer-

emony at Sydney Opera 

Chaldean Patricach Louis 

Raphael Sako
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I’m on your side, Francis assures victims
IN THE wake of the Pennsyl-
vania  grand jury report on 
clergy sexual abuse in six di-
oceses in that state, a Vatican 
spokesman called the abuses 
described in the report as be-
ing “criminal and morally rep-
rehensible.”“Victims should know 

that the pope is on their side. 
Those who have suffered are 
his priority, and the church 
wants to listen to them to root 
out this tragic horror that de-
stroys the lives of the inno-
cent,” said Greg Burke, head 
of the Vatican press office, in 
a written statement on 16 Au-
gust.

“Those acts were betrayals 
of trust that robbed survi-
vors of their dignity and their 
faith,” he wrote. “The Church must learn 

hard lessons from its past, and 
there should be accountabili-
ty for both abusers and those 
who permitted abuse to oc-
cur.”

“The Holy See condemns 
unequivocally the sexual 
abuse of minors,” Burke wrote 
and, as such, “the Holy See 
encourages continued reform 
and vigilance at all levels of 
the Catholic Church, to help 
ensure the protection of mi-
nors and vulnerable adults 
from harm.“The Holy See also wants to 

underscore the need to com-
ply with the civil law, includ-
ing mandatory child abuse 
reporting requirements,” he 
added. 

The statement came after 
the Pennsylvania attorney 
general’s 14 August news 
conference which horrified 
American Catholics and oth-
ers with the extent of its find-
ings.

In response the report, 
Burke said, “there are two 
words that can express the 
feelings faced with these hor-
rible crimes: shame and sor-
row.”

“The Holy Father under-
stands well how much these 
crimes can shake the faith and 
the spirit of believers and reit-
erates the call to make every 
effort to create a safe environ-
ment for minors and vulnera-
ble adults in the Church and 
in all of society,” the spokes-
man said. 

 ¾CNS

Goldstein, who goes by 
the pen name Dawn Eden, is 
an assistant professor of dog-
matic theology at Holy Apos-
tles College and Seminary in 
Connecticut, and has written 
about finding healing after 
the sexual abuse she suffered 
as a child.

In the wake of allegations 
against the former cardinal, 
she said, Catholics want trans-
parency and leadership but 
primarily they want justice.

She said this means the 
bishops need to acknowl-
edge they caused scandal and 
“didn’t have the moral cour-
age” to stand up to Archbish-
op McCarrick.Eden said she doesn’t 

doubt that many bishops 
didn’t know of the situation 
and some may have even tried 
to do something to stop it, but 
they still should “act collegi-
ally” and “collectively have to 
make reparation.”She reiterated this mes-

sage in a 9 August column in 
The Catholic Herald, a weekly 
publication based in London, 
stressing that the bishops 
need to do public acts of pen-
ance for “the sins of bishops 
and all clerics” and “those 
who enabled or failed to act 
against such wrongdoers.”“All the faithful need to ex-

amine themselves and repent 
of their role in failing to pro-
tect others, whether minors 
or adults, from clerics who 
abused their power. But if 
such repentance is to have its 
proper effect, leading to repa-
ration and conversion of life, it 
needs to be modeled by those 
entrusted with governing the 
faithful,” she wrote.

She said this action would 
show the bishops understand 
that the “sins of shepherds 
have a particularly destruc-
tive impact upon the entire 
church” and that “if even one 
bishop is guilty, the entire col-
lege (of bishops) owes repara-
tion to God” to begin the heal-
ing process.In an email to CNS, she said 

that in light of the grand jury 
report, the call for public pen-
ance she has spoken about is 
“needed as an integral part of 
a larger effort on the part of 
the US bishops to acknowl-
edge wrongdoing on every 
level.”

An appropriate apology, 
she reiterated: “is not merely 
saying ‘I was sorry’; it requires 
saying ‘I was wrong.’”She noted many Catholics 

are “calling for resignations 
from bishops who have been 
publicly identified as having 
covered up for abusing priests 
or for McCarrick. But resig-
nations will not be enough to 
restore the public trust unless 
they are accompanied by col-
legial episcopal acts of pen-
ance.” The idea of “collegial 
penance” isn’t a new one but 
was suggested in the spring 
of 2002 during a US-Vatican 
summit on clerical sex abuse. 

One of the actions pro-
posed by the US prelates “was 
to declare a day of prayer and 
penance throughout the Unit-
ed States to implore reconcil-
iation in church life.” And at 
the bishops’ meeting in June 
that year, they chose 14 and 15 
August as days of prayer and 
repentance for their failures 
and invited Catholic priests 
and laypeople across the 
country to join them.Quoting The Politics of 

Penance, a 2016 book by the-
ologian Michael Griffin, Eden 
said “just a handful of bishops 
followed through” with pub-
lic observances of penance, 

which the USCCB made op-
tional.

In 2016, Pope Francis 
asked episcopal conferences 
around the world to observe a 
“Day of Prayer and Penance” 
for survivors of sexual abuse 
within the Church. The USC-
CB marked this at the start of 
their spring meeting that year 
at a 14 June Mass at SS. Peter 
and Paul Cathedral in Indian-
apolis.

But the bishops’ recom-
mended “Prayer for Healing 
and Reconciliation,” Eden 
said, focused on “’those’ peo-
ple who caused pain, rather 
than themselves.”On a diocesan level, she 

wrote, “a bishop’s penitential 
act might be a Mass and Holy 
Hour, or it might be repenting 
in sackcloth and ashes outside 
his cathedral. But it should be 
public, and it should include 
the clearly stated intention of 
making reparation as a bishop 
on behalf of the apostolic col-
lege to which he belongs.”Eden has written about 

finding personal healing 
through the examples of the 

saints, which she writes about 
in her book: My Peace I Give 
You: Healing Sexual Wounds 
With the Help of the Saints.

When she spoke to CNS 
last year about how the 
church could play a role in the 
#MeToo movement, she said 
the saints show a path forward 
for the country’s current crisis 
because they were “bold and 
courageous in speaking the 
truth and speaking when they 
saw people being abused and 
oppressed in any way.” - cns

The Rwandan Catholic bishops’ conference urged the 
government of President Paul 
Kagame to preserve religious 
rights after government officials closed thousands of 

churches and mosques. The 
buildings remained locked because of what was said were health and safety issues, 

Rwanda closes down churches

A penitential act might be a Holy Hour 
– or it might be repenting in sackcloth 
and ashes

Dawn Eden Goldstein

Pennsylvania Attorney General Josh Shapiro speaks to the media. 

 

PHOTO: CNS/COURTESY OF USCCB

Greg Burke, Vatican spokesman, is seen with Pope Francis speaking to journalists aboard a flight to Rome in 2017. 

PHOTO: CNS PHOTO/PAUL HARING

Dawn Eden Goldstein has written about finding healing after suf-

fering sexual abuse as a child.  

PHOTO: CNS
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each day there is a new scan-
dal in the news.

Child abuse and failures to 
report.  Euthanasia.  Abortion.  
Sex scandals.  And that’s just 
the stuff we know about!

It’s a tough time to be Cath-
olic, especially this week.  But 
we won’t be doing it alone.

A week 
when 
prayer is 
needed 

This weekend, I’m in 
South Australia de-
livering several talks 
with the theme of: 

“It’s tough being Catholic 
sometimes.”  

Planned months ago, I 
didn’t realise that these talks 
would occur in advance of 
what is probably going to be 
the toughest week Catholics 
have faced in a long time.

This Tuesday, Archbishop 
Philip Wilson, former Arch-
bishop of Adelaide, will be 
back in court, with the judge 
to decide whether he is suit-
able for home detention or 
whether he must serve a pris-
on sentence of six months 
for failing to report claims of 
child sexual abuse.  

Whatever happens, the 
decision is sure to attract an-
other round of media cover-
age, commenting on the ‘un-
precedented’ conviction and 
sentencing, with additional 
commentary surrounding his 
recent resignation as well.

Also on Tuesday, the feder-
al Senate will begin debating 
a bill that, if passed, will pave 
the way for euthanasia and 
assisted suicide to be legal-
ised in the Northern Territo-
ry and the Australian Capital 
Territory.  

Senator David Leyonhjelm, 
who will introduce the bill 
into the Senate, has intention-
ally turned this into an an-
ti-faith issue. 

Writing in last week’s Aus-

tralian Financial Review, 
Senator Leyonhjelm framed 
the debate as a decision on 
whether or not you wanted 
religion and religious people 
telling you what to do with 
your life (and death.)  

Three days have been set 
aside for the debate, so we 
can expect to see a lot of back 
and forth from pro-suicide - 
and anti-Church – commen-
tators, many of whom will use 
the current scandals in the 
Church to argue that it no lon-
ger has moral authority.  

On Thursday, while the 
euthanasia debate is wrap-
ping up and a vote potential-
ly occurring, the Queensland 
Palaszczuk government will 
introduce the Termination of 
Pregnancy Bill.

If passed, the bill would 
make abortion legal, even up 
to birth. 

It would force doctors and 
other medical professionals 
who conscientiously object to 
abortion to nonetheless par-
ticipate by referring a woman 
seeking an abortion to some-
one who will perform it. 

And it would prevent any-
one trying to persuade a 
woman out of undergoing an 
abortion, even through prayer 
or offers of help, from coming 
within 150 metres of an abor-
tion clinic. 

And for those of us follow-
ing what is happening in the 
Church in the United States 
at the moment, it seems that 

It should not be lost on any 
of us that, in such a difficult 
week, we celebrate the So-
lemnity of the Assumption of 
Our Lady, and the feast of St 
Maximilian Kolbe, the Apos-
tle of consecration to her and 
the founder of the Militia Im-
maculatae – the army of the 

Immaculate One – to work 
for the conversion of sinners 
and enemies of the Catholic 
Church.  

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the inter-
cession of the whole commu-
nion of saints, God – in His 
providence – has arranged 
it so that this week, we have 
a couple of heavy-hitters on 
our side.

At a time when the Church 
in Australia needs the faith-
ful more united in prayer, 
God – in His providence – has 
ensured that one of our two 
remaining holy days of ob-
ligation occurs smack in the 
middle of the week.

This is going to be a big 
week, to be sure, but it’s also a 
time of grace.

In the coming days, pol-
iticians and media seeking 
to push an anti-Church, an-
ti-life agenda will try to give 
us many reasons to be silent 
about, or at least embarrassed 
by, our Catholic faith.

We have a choice between 
keeping our heads down and 
our mouths closed, or to re-
spond to the challenge with 
increasing boldness, backed 
by the truth of what the 
Church teaches about the dig-
nity of human life from con-
ception until natural death.  

And we best do that not by 

Children and members of US faith groups protest the Trump administration’s treatment of immigrants. PHOTO: CNS, Jason Miller

There are big challenges ahead 
for Catholics: do we respond 

In the coming days, politicans and media 
seeking to push an anti-Church, anti-life 
agenda will try to give us reasons to re-
main silent and embarrassed by our faith”

Monica Doumit

to the point with Monica Doumit
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